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fl11ntller Sports News 
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY, Charleston, ll 61920 
DAVID KIDWELL, Sports Information Director 
OFFICE: (217) 581·2920 HOME: (217) 345-4166 
March 15, 1985 
Ht J 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
CHARLESTON, IL--Jon Collins (East St. Louis-Cahokia), 6-4 junior forward for 
Eastern Illinois University's basketball team, has been chosen Honorable Mention 
All-American by the Associated Press. 
He's the first Panther to be selected a Division I All-American in the four years 
that EIU has been a major college team. 
Collins also received the league's top honor when he was chosen by the coaches as 
the Mid-Continent's 'Most Outstanding Player', and was picked by his teammates as the 
squad's MVP. 
Although not setting any records, he finished second in the conference in scoring 
with an 18.6 average and his 558 points was the third best EIU single season effort. 
He also moved into 15th place on the all-time EIU list with 1071 points, and could 
challenge the school record of 1655 set by John Milholland (1955-58). 
He is only the second EIU player to achieve 1000 points in two years of varsity 
play. Collins had 513 last season when he also was second in the league in scoring at 
18.3. 
Starting all 30 games this year he was in double figures in all but two and topped 
20 points on 13 occasions with a high of 28. 
"Jon has had excellent seasons back-to-back, and two things come to mind when 
thinking of his honors," said coach Rick Samuels. "First, he's recognized for being 
very consistent and, secondly, he is very team oriented. 
"When he found out during our tournament he had been chosen the league's top 
player he obviously was grateful but also became determined not to let his teammates 
down in crucial games consequently he finished very strong," Samuels said. 
"Next year, though, Jon needs to be a leader which will require him to be a little 
more outgoing. He's going to have to lead by example which means he may have to look for 
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that special opportunity to set an example. 
"His stats have been almost identical for two years so it's comforting to know 
what you'll get from Jon each time out," Samuels said. 
Eastern finished with a 20-10 record, a significant achievement in that it's only 
the fourth year the Panthers have been a NCAA I team. EIU concluded the season with a 
Mid-Continent tournament championship defeating Southwest Missouri, 75-64, in the title 
game. 
YEAR 
1984 
1985 
Career 
G(GS) 
28(28) 
30(30) 
58(58) 
FG 
212 
230 
442 
FGA 
409 
421 
830 
FG% 
.518 
.546 
.532 
FT 
89 
98 
187 
-30-
FTA 
119 
137 
256 
FT% 
.809 
.715 
.730 
REB 
105 
121 
226 
PTS 
513 
558 
1071 
AVE 
18.3 
18.6 
18.5 
